United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Viisinia 223 13-14S0 . 
www.iispto.gov 



r 



I ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. | CONFIRMATION NO. | 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



10/086,348 



03/04/2002 



Kyiing Won Kang 



P2009/NR 



4067 



7590 

GWiPS 
Kang Nam 
P.O. Box 2301 
Seoul, 135-621 
KOREA, REPUBLIC OF . 



04/07/2006 



EXAMINER 



CUFF, MICHAEL A 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



3627 

DATE MAILED: 04/07/2006 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Office Action Sunimsn/ 


Application No. 

10/086.348 


Applicant(s) 

KANG, KYUNG WON 


Examiner 
Michael Cuff 


Art Unit 

3627 





The MAILING DATE of this communicatton appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address ~ 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 

WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )S Responsive to connmunication(s) filed on 03 October 2005 . 
2a)l3 This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 4^6 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 4^6 is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet{s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or fonm PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * cO None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received In Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Amendment 

Applicant appears to have allowable subject matter due to the specific steps 
recited, but the claim language is unclear as mentioned below. The examiner is 
providing a suggested first claim, which will hopefully help distinguish or show some of 
the unclear points of the current claims. The examiner would have phoned applicant if a 
domestic phone number were available. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter, which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 4-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 4 is replete with small antecedent basis problems. The examiner is 
providing a suggested claim, which clarifies the unclear language. 

A scheduling method for loading and unloading containers at a terminal, the method 
comprising steps of: 
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establishing a yard information database by acquiring ship quay location data, 
container storage site data and a bay plan, where in the bay plan includes information of 
specific cargo shipping position; and 

[Please review the above step. The examiner removed the "at least one" 
language because all three elements seemed necessary for the yard information 
database. Also, the examiner separated the "includes ..." phrase because it was not 
clear if it was modifying the last item in the series or all three.] 

establishing a container database including container loading schedules, 
unloading schedules, and container inventory remaining on a ship while loading and 
unloading containers; and 

inputting, from an outer source, container loading and unloading schedule into 
said container database; and 

setting shipping schedules, to facilitate efflcient unloading and shipping 
operations, by establishing a shipping order database according to input from said 
container database, said bay plan, tidal information and a navigation schedule; and 

unloading cargo from one of many ships by: 

receiving, from said outside source, input data of port entering; and 
assigning, in said yard information database, an available quay location in 

response to said input data; and 

identifying, by means of said container database, containers to be 

unloaded; and 
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assigning, in said yard information database, an available container 
storage site; and 



loading cargo to one of many ships by: 

receiving, from said outside source, input data of shipping order; and 
identifying, by means of said container database, containers to be loaded, 

location of a container storage site, a cargo destination and a ship quay location; 

and 

maintaining, based on the performance of said unloading steps and said loading 
steps, said bay plan including information of loaded or unloaded containers, location of 
said container storage site, said cargo destination and said ship quay location. 

This claim is merely a suggestion. If applicant concurs with the claim language, please 
try to stay consistent In claim 5. "Means for" could be added to each step in a separate 
claim if desired. 
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Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or eariier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Cuff whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6778. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 to 5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Alexander Kalinowski can be reached on (571 ) 272-6771 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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